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Nguyen Dinh Dang began learning to draw at five years
old. Blessed with artistic talent and an unfaltering
passion, Dang could have become a professional
painter. However, restrictions on artistic work and the
difficulty in making a living as a painter in the war-time
Vietnam led him to pursue a career in science. But art
remained a lifelong interest. Even the Vietnam War and
a lack of materials didn’t dampen this native of Hanoi’'s
passion for painting.

Good at mathematics and physics, Dang was among
the students who topped the entrance exams to
Vietham’s national universities in 1975, and got the
state scholarship to study abroad. He chose to enroll in
1976 in one of the world’s best institutions for studying
basic sciences — the Moscow State University. Dang
recalls he visited excellent fine-art museums, and
devoted himself to painting on vacations during his time
in Moscow.

Arriving in Japan in 1994, Dang is now conducting
research on nuclear theory at RIKEN Nishina Center for
Accelerator-Based Science in Wako city, Saitama.

In addition to enhancing his scientific career, the move
to Japan gave Dang great opportunities to hone his
artistic skills. “Only in Japan could | establish a life that
includes painting regularly,” he says. In 1995, he
resumed painting after a four-year break, and has since
held a number of solo and joint exhibitions. He says
once he gets an idea, he spends nights and weekends
painting.

Dang says it's not important to explain the literal
context of any artwork. But feeling matters everything.
“In the creative process of both art and science, the
most important thing is intuition. You feel something
intuitively. You cannot explain how it comes to you,” he
says.

About the artist

Nguyen Dinh Dang was born in 1958 in Hanoi, and
graduated from the Moscow State University in 1982.
He received his Ph.D in nuclear physics in 1985, and
his Doctor of Physics and Mathematics Sciences in
1990 at the same university. A senior scientist at the
Institute for Nuclear Science and Techniques of the
Vietnamese Atomic Energy Commission, Dang has
been a research scientist at RIKEN Nishina Center for
Accelerator-Based Science (Wako, Saitama) since
1998. He is also a member of the Vietham Fine-Arts
Association (VFAA) and Japan's Subject Fine-Art
Association.

Awards: “Fine-Work Artist” by Shutai Arts Association
(2003 & 2005), Medal “For the cause of Vietnamese
Fine-Arts” by VFAA (2004), “Outstanding Rising Artist”
by Sompo-Japan Fine-Art Foundation (2007).

Online exhibition:
http://ribf.riken.go.jp/~dang/pagel.html

Email: ndinhdang@gmail.com
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